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Message

Maria Tuerlings <U7-w—Uz42
Director and founder of Trans Artists
Board member (Secretary) Res Artis

Board member and co-ordinator for Pépiniéres Européennes pour Jeunes Artistes.

Artist-in-residence programs play a remarkable role in connecting the
local with the global and vice versa. Amidst an art world that seems to
be continuously 'on the move', artist-in-residence programs offer
individual artists the privilege to be rooted elsewhere temporarily.

Residential art centers nowadays form part of the increasing
internationalization of the art world. The rich diversity in nearly every
aspect protects residency programs from being stereotyped. Actually
there is ‘only' one common characteristic of residency programs: they
offer artists hospitality for the sake of art, at a certain place, for a certain
period. Artists can 'grow roots' in a different context and at the same
time be free from the need to identify with it.

The astounding increase of residential art centers as well as new
ways of art production are changing the position of residential art
centers. More and more residency programs offer the visiting artist a
chance to collaborate with other artists, to confront him- or herself with
other visions and views on art, to work together and for another public.
The artwork no longer has to be the product of autonemous individual
creation. It also can be the particular outcome of a creative,
collaborative process. A process in which experiencing cultures,
surroundings, and practices that differ fram one's own might prevail.

Characteristic of these new developments in residential art centers is

Youkobo Art Space in Tokyo. The directors, Mr. and Mrs Murata, invite
and challenge artists and curators to take initiatives to devise
innovative ways of deepening international contacts though the arts.
A program like Youkobo Art Space is offering often results in long-
lasting and intense contacts between the visiting artist and the local
public. Society benefits in some way or another from each residency
center, because a residency always is about lived life, day to day
existence, real presence.

Ko Matsunaga #\%x &

Art Coordinator

After Japan's defeat in World War |l and the dissolution of the industrial
combines and land reforms carried out by the Occupation forces, public
cultural policy came to be seen as the responsibility of the government.
People came to feel that they should be able to participate in cultural
activities free of charge. And, as the Occupation forces had hoped,
Japan became a model of pure consumer culture, in which money was
used solely for the pursuit of personal satisfaction.

Meanwhile, now that cultural policy had become a government
enterprise, cuitural centers and museums were being built right and
left. They were seen as public works projects, no different from
highways and bridges, and there was competition to be the largest in
scale. Small buildings had no value for the construction industry, and
could not win approval in the Diet. But with declining tax revenues,
immense cultural projects also became difficult to administer, and at
present the process of cutting the budget by transforming them into
quasi-independent corporations is proceeding at a rapid pace.

It seems to me that through this process, culture is finally returning
to the hands of the citizens. Culture is not something created by
national or local governments—it goes without saying that it is
cultivated by the hands of individual citizens, of their own free will.
Youkobo is playing an essential, pioneering role in making this happen.
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The Little Art Space That Could!

Hiroko and Tatsuhiko Murata #ELF HEEES
Co-Directors, Youkobo Art Space

Youkobo Art Space provides a unigue space for wide-ranging
international exchange and cross-cultural experience, where
foreign and domestic artists and people from the local
community can meet and communicate with one another
through exhibitions, workshops, lectures, and a variety of other
events, using Youkobo's residences, gallery, and community
lounge.In particular, the Youkobo Artist-in-Residence program
not only provides overseas artists with an opportunity to
expand the scope of their activities in the unique and exciting
metropolis of Tokyo, it also provides the people of the area
with an opportunity to experience and enjoy a variety of
genres of contemporary art.

In the 1950s, what is now Youkobo Art Space was a clinic
and sanatorium for tuberculosis patients. Changing with the
times, since the 1980s it has served as a space for art
education, a sculpture studio, an animation studio, and a
variety of other art activities. In 2001 it was reborn as a
comprehensive art facility equipped with a gallery, studios,
and residential space to more effectively support creative
activity in the contemporary arts. It has become a place for
both global artistic exchange and artistic activity rooted in the
local community, and has developed a strong artist-in-
residence program.

Youkobo is now celebrating its fifth year of full-scale activity,
made possible through the understanding and support of
many people, from the artists themselves to our friends,
associates, and well-wishers both at home and overseas. We
would like to take this opportunity to thank each and every
one of you, and express our belief that together we can
cultivate the seeds of art and culture that will bear fruit in
years to come.
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Youkobo Art Community —Bringing People Together!

The Youkobo Art Community is made up of a wide range
of community activities centered on Youkobo Art Space,
whose studio, residential, and communal facilities provide
a platform for the cultivation, development, refinement,

and transformation of diverse modes of artistic activity
and communication. The fruits of this activity are seen in
gallery exhibitions, contact among overseas and Japanese
artists, and in art-related events in the local community
and beyond.
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Gallery

AIR Lounge

Youkobo Art Space provides a place for both Japanese and
foreign artists to use a residency as an opportunity to engage
in new creative work.The AIR program is designed to offer fine-
tuned and flexible support to the diverse individual needs of
the artists, and to respect the artists' wishes with regard to how
they are to spend their residency. Artists have a variety of
reasons for wanting to do a residency in Tokyo: to produce and
show their work, to participate in a project, to do research or
study, to experience the art scene in Tokyo and Japan as a
whole. We provide a place for daily living and communication
geared to make your activities and work go as smoothly as
possible.

The program provides working studios and residential space
on a rental basis. The residential accommodations are
furnished with the necessities of daily life, and equipped with
broadband Internet access via a LAN system. More specialized
and personal support may also be available through our
network of contacts among artists and the local community.
We are prepared to serve as a liaison with local art groups and
related institutions in terms of facilitating studio work,
workshops, lectures, and other events, depending on the
interests of the artist. For showing work, open studio or gallery
exhibitions are possible.

o rtist-in-Residence Program (AIR) m#msiiaieas (7—7 Ak 12 LIFVR)
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@ allery Exhibitions mzr+rsu—cos=x

A gallery space is available for exhibiting the work of
Japanese and foreign artists and for other artistic activity.
The artists themselves are responsible for organizing and
presenting the show, documenting it, taking it down, and
restoring the gallery to its original condition. We do offer
managerial assistance to younger artists with exhibition
proposals.
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G ommunity Lounge sxros7—~-59v9)

Connected to the Gallery is the Community Lounge, a
comfortable space in which visiting artists-in-residence,
people involved in the arts in Japan, and members of the
local community can mingle. Access to the Internet, and to
Youkobo s own database and reference materials on
artist-in-residence programs worldwide are available here.
We welcome accounts of your personal experience of AIR
programs and any further information you may have, so
we can keep our database as up-to-date and useful as
possible,

BTEREF—T AN RETDEMBHEE L. HMEOAS
DREIGIRTTDT —T AL TOvIhiFeIU—CEEL
THOZERAN—ALUVTERTEFT . CC TR ERANOT
—TAAN A UIT U AREEROEE T — YN ADER
PAVE—RUNDERNBRICHEFTT . P—T s ARDAIR
FROBSHIEADID. HRIERT. BRBEREEDHAER
HUEd., ERICLGERAITALD BRI —YDFREDH
[FTWVET,




AIR: Joining International and Local Communities

The opportunities for creative activity and exhibition
offered to overseas artists though our AIR program have
not only been enriching experiences for the artists
themselves, they have also served as a vehicle for
communication with other foreign and Japanese artists
and with local people, serving as a way of both
deepening international understanding through art and
contributing to the revitalization of the local community.

Youkobo has hosted visiting artists since 1996, and
since its launch as Youkobo Art Space in 2001, has
pursued the AIR program as one of its principal activities,
hosting residencies by more than eighty artists from
fifteen countries (as of July 2006). The range of activities
by these artists has been quite diverse, reflecting their
individuality and interests. Studio work and open studios
at Youkobo, gallery exhibitions, participation in local art
projects, contact and collaboration with Japanese artists
and the community at large—the possibilities are
endless, and up to the individual interests and plans of
the artists.

Since its renovation in 2001, the Gallery has served as a
venue not only for exhibitions by our artists-in-residence,
but by many other young Japanese and foreign artists as
well. So far the Gallery has shown work by more than fifty
Japanese and twelve overseas artists.

A Wakako Kawakami solo exhibition at Youkobo.
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A Presentation on AIR programs produced by Youkobo.



A Shannon Schmidt solo exhibition at Youkobo.

A "39 Art " day at Youkobo, A Opening party for Elizabeth Mead's solo exhibition in Studio A.




A |skra Dimitrova's talk at Yokohama Museum of Art, Art Gallery.

A Louis Recoder and Sandra Gibson with Mrand Mrs Murata in front of Residence 1.

A I1stek Chihangir's installation at "Trolls in Metropolitan Green Park 2003." A Sandra Gibson exhibiting her works at Studio A.



A Elizabeth Mead's exhibit at Tachikawa International Art Festival 2002.

Youkobo Art Space : A Micro-Flexible Arts Community in Tokyo

Luis Recoder and Sandra Gibson JLZ-L3% & VRS -F£TA

Film Artists, Youkobo AIR artists in 2005

What makes Youkobo Art Space unique as an artist’s residency is its
intimacy of scale—or more to the point: Youkobo Art Space as
micro-residency. In an impromptu presentation at Youkobo, we
spoke about what makes this particular residency so
extraordinarily different than the others and came to the
conclusion that it had to do with "smallness of scale" coupled with
"vastness of flexibility." The "micro” in terms of size coupled with
the "macro” in terms of the flexible. Which goes to say that nearly
everything is possible at Youkobo. The artist is completely free to
explore, interpret, and personalize what Youkobo offers as "art
space.”

What is "art space" at Youkobo Art Space? It is an ensemble or
network of spaces in constant flux: studio, gallery, residency. For
example, the studio can also be used as a gallery annex. And/or a
residency accommodation can be easily converted into a studio
space. One space drifts into another, is permeable by and through
the other.

Question: What accounts for Youkobo's exceptional disposition
towards the flexible? Answer: The unprecedented collaborative
venture of a co-directorial couple-team—Hiroko and Tatsuhiko
Murata-san.Not only do they understand the needs and requirements
of each and every artist who arrives at Youkobo but they are also
frequently asking the artist-in-residence: How to make Youkobo a
better place for artists? Youkobo is that "better place" partially due
to the solicitation of artist’s input and suggestions. And this gives
the artist a sense that he/she is an active participant in the shaping
of a visionary art center. Micro as the micro-management of
operation, with only two directors at the helm. Micro as a concise,
yet poignant, measurement of the social.
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Artist List

2006

Toshihiro Komatsu artist Kyoto,Japan Solo exhibition Youkobo Art Space
Michael Fowler media artist Australia Performance & Exhibition Youkobo Studio
Istek Chihangir artist Turkey Lecture Tama Art Univ
Marco Breuer photographer  US
Matthias Geiger photographer  US Lecture Suginami Yu-Yu Zenpukujikan
Neil Malone printmaker Australia Exchange exhibition Tokyo National University of Fine Arts
Monique Killer & Jean-Marc Henberger
artists Australia
Keith Armstrong artist Australia
Valerie Jomini designer Switzerland  Exhibition Youkobao Art Space
Stanistas Zimmermann  architect Switzerland  Installation Ginza, Tokyo
Edward Schocker composer us Concert Koenderi Classics
Talk and presentation Youkobo Art Space
lerome Fortin visual artist Canada Solo exhibition Takamado Memorial Gallery in Canadian Embassy
Marco Breuer photographer  US
Chang Yih Ming ceramic Taiwan Solo exhibition Youkobo Art Space
Ima Pico artist Spain
Ricard Climent composer Spain Lecture and concert Kunitachi College of Music
Idaia Zabaleta & Inigo |baibarriaga
compaoser UK
1 Susana Reberdito painter/sculptor Spain/Germany  Solo exhibition Youkobo Art Space
Jantien de Bruin photographer  Netherlands
2 Roko Kawai dancer us Performance Youkobo Art Space
“"Mitsu-men Komori" The National Theater
Karen Shimakawa choreographer  US
Marja Tellut Kivirinta journalist Finland
3 Marita Liulia artist Finland Selo exhibition Youkobo Art Space
Juha Vakkila artmanagement  Finland
4 Luis Recoder film us Sclo exhibition Youkobo Art Space
5 Sandra Gibson film us Solo exhibition Youkobo Studio A
Bruce McClure film us Presentation at Theater 21 Yokohama Lecture Holl
Bruce McClure+Sandra Gibson +Luis Recorder Image Forum Festival 2005 Tokyo, Kyoto, Kanazawa
6 Sam Smith sculptor Australia Solo exhibition Youkobo Studio A
Margaret Shiu art director Taiwan Presentation for Asian AIR Network  Youkobo Studio A
Alex Shinohara artist us Solo exhibition Beams Japan
Ushio Shinohara artist us Solo exhibition Gallery Yamaguchi
Noriko Shinohara artist us
Gaku Shinohara artist us
Milan Cias artist Czech Republic
Klara Hlavacova artist Czech Republic  Collaborative program of Japan and Czech Republic  Exhibition Space VISIONS
Peter Sandhaus architect Germany
7 lIsaac Diggs photographer  US Solo exhibition Youkobo Art Spac
Federico Diaz artist Czech Republic  Collaborative program of Japan and Czech Republic  Exhibition Space VISIONS
8 Marleen Wijngaarden artist Netherlands Solo exhibition Yeukobo Art Space,

CAS Contemporary Art and Spirits, Osaka
Lucie & Mattius Pribik painter & architect Germany

Agung Hujatkina curator Indonesia "Indonesian Art Report ” BankART 1929 Yokohama
Corey McCorkle sculptor us Scratch Tile Screening + LectureSeries  Gallery SPEAK FOR
Viktoria Binschtok photographer ~ Germany
Stella Whalley painter UK Solo exhibition Exhibit Space Visions
Asa-Bi College Guest Artist 2004
9 Yucel Kale sculptor Turkey "More Wind!" Yokohama Portside Gallery,
Solo exhibition Youkobo Art Spaace
10 Sarah Oppenheimer artist us "Trolls in a Metropaolitan Green Park " Zempukuji Park
NishiOgi Machi MEDIA 2004 Project
Solo exhibition Youkobo Art Space

Guest Artist Kyoto Seika University
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2003

Istek Chihangir

Junko Sasaki
Marja Kostov
Yoshike Shimano
Iskra Dimitrova

Antti Ylonen
Ferit Ozsen
Delya Yilmaz

David Sawtell
Brett Pean
Kim Hyunsuk

Mai Sakamoto
Kyougo Matsumoto

2002

Elizabeth Mead

Paul Mead
Iskra Dimitrova
Antti Ylonen

Kaisa Keratar

2001

Christof Schlegel
Almut Rink

2000

Sonja Bischur
Christof Schlegel
Almut Rink
Tatiana Lecomte

architect

dancer
painter
printmaker
artist

sculptor
sculptor
sculptor

sculptor
art management
ceramist

painter
sculptor

sculptor

theater design
artist
sculptor

environment design

artist
artist

artist
artist
artist
photographer

Martin Walch & Barbara Geyer

1999

Christof Schlegel
Meric Hizal

1998

Nilhan Yuzsever
Erim Bayri

Dafne Ottoman
Uta Belina

Lore Heuermann

1997

Kimmo Lehtinen
Etty Horowitz

1996

Branislav Hetcel
Ferit Ozsen

Gorun Ozsen
Naci Arun

1989

Gorun Ozsen
Ferit Ozsen

artist

artist
artist

sculptor
sculptor
artist
artist
artist

artist
architect

architect
sculptor

architect

architect
sculptor

Turkey

Japan
Macedenia
us
Macedoenia

sculptor
Turkey
Turkey

Australia
Australia
Korea

New Zealand
Japan

us

us
Macedonia
Finland

Finland

Austria
Germany

Austria
Germany
Germany
Austria

Austria

Austria
Turkey

Turkey
Turkey
Austria
Austria
Austria

Finland
Israel

Yugoslavia
Turkey

Turkey

Turkey

Turkey
Turkey

"Trolls in a Metropolitan Green Park "
NishiOgi Machi MEDIA 2003 Project

Solo exhibition and gospel performance
“The Children Committee"

Public art works
“Interaction: Contemporary Art Exhibition
of Turkish-Japanese Artists”

“Trolls in a Metropolitan Green Park "
NishiOgi Machi MEDIA 2003 Project
Solo exhibition

"Trolls in a Metropolitan Green Park "
NishiOgi Machi MEDIA 2003 Project

Solo exhibition
Tachikawa International Art Festival 2002 Power of Art"

Tachikawa International Art Festival 2002 *Power of Art”
‘Trolls in a Metropolitan Green Park "
NishiOgi Machi MEDIA 2002 Project
International Cultural Seminar
Solo exhibition

Sukima project
Sukima project

Solo exhibition

Duo exhibition

“Fujina International Art Symposium 1599" Guest Artist

*Fuiing Intematinal Art Symposium 1998 Guest Artist
"Fujing intemational Art Sympasium 1998" Guest Artist
Solo exhibition

Solo exhibition

Salo exhibition and Performance

Asahikawa |ce Scape

Solo exhibition
Artist Fellow
Art Education theory

Research Fellow

Zempukuji Park

Youkobo Art Space

Yokohama Museum of Art, Art Gallery and
The ACAC, Aomori

Harancmachi City Hall, Fukushima

Kyoto Seika University Gallery and

Tokyo Keio Plaza Hotel

Zempukuji Park
Youkobo Gallery

Zempukuji Park

Youkobo Art Space
Tachikawa, Tokye

Tachikawa, Tokyo
Zempukuji Park

Nishiogi Communty Center
Youkabo Art Space, Musashino Shouko Kaikan

Akihabara, Tokyo
Akihabara, Tokyo

Austrian Embassy Gallery

Austrian Embassy Gallery

Fujino, Kanagawa

Fujino, Kanagawa

Fujino, Kanagawa

Kezouin temple Kamakura
Ginza no Kakurega
Yokohama

Asahikawa, Hokkaido

Plaza Gallery
Tokyo University of Fine Arts and Music

Hosei University Architecture Department




Acting Both Locally and Globally

Youkobo Art Space is actively engaged in a variety of activities
through its network of contacts with art organizations in
Japan and abroad.

Youkobo Art Space serves as the office of the NPOs
NishiOgi Machi MEDIA and the JTAA Tokyo & Istanbul,
working for the revitalization of the local community and for
international communication through artistic activity.
NishiOgi Machi MEDIA has sponsored a number of programs,
including Trolls in a Metropolitan Green Park, an outdoor art
exhibition at Zempukuji Park, the local city park, and Art Kids,
a program of collaborative creative activity between artists
and local schoolchildren. Artists-in-residence have also
participated in these ongoing activities oriented to the local
community.

Youkobo has also been an active participant in art
symposiums and conferences in Japan and overseas, working
to build its network of artists and other people involved in the
arts. These have included the Fujino International Art
Symposium, Nasu International Sculpture Symposium,
Tachikawa International Art Exhibition, Yokohama Art
Museum Art Gallery, and traveling group exhibitions in Tokyo,
Kyoto, Istanbul, and Ankara.

Since the full-scale start of our Artist-in-Residence program
in 2001, we have become an official member of Res Artis
(based in Amsterdam), a warld network of AIR programs, and
have been experimenting with other way of making
international connections. We are also an active participant in
IAN (Intra-Asia Network), and J-AIR Network Forum Committee,
and have begun making direct connections with other AIR
programs both in Japan and overseas.

¥ Elizabeth Mead helping repair a local sculpture.
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Youkobo has participated in the following international conferences:

Res Artis General Meeting: 2004 in Australia, 2005 in Germany
J-AIR Network Forumy/Trans Artists Joint Progam: 2004 in Japan, 2005 in the Netherlands
Intra Asia Network, IAN Forum: 2005 in Taiwan, 2006 in Korea

¥ Youkobo at the Intra Asia Network Forum 2005 in Taiwan,
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¥ Atraditional Noh play at Igusa Hachiman Shrine.

Location

Youkoubo Art Space is located in the northwestern part of Suginami-
ku, one of the 23 wards of central Tokyo. The neighborhood has
retained some beautiful green spaces, including Zempukuji Park,
Igusa Hachiman Shrine, and the temple Zempukuiji that gives the area
its name. There is convenient transportation access to the heart of
Tokyo. Supermarkets, restaurants, and other local shopping make daily
life in the neighborhood convenient as well.To the west is the town of
Kichijoji, terminus of the Inokashira rail line, and to the east, Ogikubo,
terminus of the Marunouchi subway line. Both can be reached easily
on foot or by bicycle, and regular bus service is also available.
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W Zempukuji Park.

¥ Igusa Hachiman Shrine.
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W Atelier Vega, a blacksmith's studio near Youkobo.
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Overview of the Facilities Studio A

33m, ceiling height 5m

Usable as studio/exhibition space. Concrete floor, very large
sliding door opening unto the street, connected to courtyard
garden and to Residence 1. Equipped with ceiling-mounted
spotlights, LAN access, electricity, water, kerosene heater,

Youkobo Art Space is a comprehensive %
art facility comprised of two unique
working studios, two residential spaces,
a gallery, and a community lounge.
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9} 3! Studio B
I = y = 36m, ceiling height 3m
! e RESIde‘nCE 2 I Usable as studio/exhibition space. High ceiling with exposed
— == steel framing, filled with natural light and a unique atmosphere,
Entrance - Equipped with ceiling-mounted spotlights, air-conditioning,
- and heat. Large moveable panels for freely reconfiguring the
N space(19 panels, each 1m x 2.6m). Toilet, water, refrigerator,
® ~m water heater. Temporary residential use possible.
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Residence 1
35m; ground floor

Japanese-style residence with fully-equipped kitchen, toilet,
bath. Opens onto courtyard garden and is connected to Studio
A. Equipped with air-conditioning, LAN access, refrigerator,
microwave, washer, vacuum cleaner, TV, radio, dining table,
chairs, futon, dishes, etc. Bicycle and heater also available for use.
Can accommodate two people.
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Residence 2

35m); second floor

Western-style residence with fully-equipped kitchen, toilet, bath
and bed Scuth-facing veranda overlooks courtyard garden.
Furnishings same as Residence 1.
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Community Lounge
15m), ground floor

Space for relaxation, communication, and information-sharing.
Faces the garden, connected to Gallery, Fully-equipped kitchen,
toilet, shower, and Internet terminal. VTR, DVD, CD-RW available,
Comprehensive collection of AIR materials from Japan and
overseas,
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Applicat’io'_'

Youkoubo Art Space is a privately n
living expenses, and materials
form of financial support.

Application for use

please make your appiicanon via e-mail.
* The apphcauon form may he dmvnluadedrﬂﬁﬁ

+ There are no precanditions for acceptance in term:
there are limitations to our physical facilities.

* The period of residence may range from a minimum of one month to a maximum of six.

* Usage fees are calculated according to the facilities used.
Studic A: 40,000 yen/month Studio B: 80,000 yen/month
Residence 1:100,000 yen/month Residence 2: 100,000 yen/month
In addition to these rental fees, the artist is expectad to pay the actual cost of the utilities consumed. Use of
the Gallery must be paid for separately.

field of artistic actlvlty, age, nationality, etc, though

Applications for Gallery Use

* The Gallery is intended primarily for exhibitions of contemporary art. The exhibition period is calculated in
one-week units,

= Monday and Tuesday the Gallery is closed; all other days the hours are from 12:00 to 7:00 PM, except on the
last day of the exhibit, when the Gallery will close at 5:00 PM,

+ For domestic applicants, please make an appointment with our office for an interview, so that we may
speak with you directly about your plans and make cur decisions accordingly.

« For international applicants, please make your application via e-mail, The application form may be
downloaded from our website. In addition to the form, we would like to see your CV, evidence of your
artistic activity, and a proposal for your exhibition.

* Exhibitions may be mounted for a minimum of one week, and a maximum of four.

* Two separate fees are charged: one for Gallery use and one for operating expenses. This will be assessed on
a sliding scale, however, depending on how much the artist is willing to do themselves in terms of
managing the exhibition, in order to reduce operating costs. Discounts will be calculated according to the
amount of responsibility the artist assumes.

+ A contract will also be drawn up prior to the exhibition regarding sale of the artist's works {with Youkobo
normally charging a commission of 20 percent of the sale price).

For further information and inquiries please contact us via our website: www.youkobo.cojp
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